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Introduction

CCTV cameras that monitor large outdoor areas often struggle 
to provide a clear, useful image. Cameras monitoring large 
areas are typically mounted on tall poles. The need for high-
magnification to zoom in on distant objects makes the image 
susceptible to weather effects, such as rain. Image stabilization 
improves the clarity and usefulness of a moving image.

Stabilization Technology

Image stabilization 
improves the clarity 

and usefulness of a 
moving image. 

This brief Argent white paper examines the features and benefits of CCTV cameras, along with 
the options for automating the monitoring of your CCTV cameras.
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Video Content Analysis - VCA

Imaging software can compare a series of images and remove 
unwanted obstructions, such as falling snow, to improve the 
clarity of the image. Hydrophilic (attracted to water) coatings 
can shed water droplets from the CCTV camera, improving the 
image and carrying away dirt.

Outdoor CCTV Cameras

Outdoor CCTV 
cameras contend 

with obstacles to a clear 
image, including dust, 
snow, and rain. 
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CCTV cameras are available with built-in recording 
capability, such as through an SD memory card. 

This provides a back-up when the connection fails between 
the camera and the IT center. 

Recording

In general, video 
monitoring is permitted 
as long as it is done in 
public areas with no 
expectation of privacy. 

While you should review the relevant laws before 
using operating CCTV camera monitoring, please note 
the following guidelines:

Employees
Always notify employees of CCTV cameras monitoring your 
employees.

Non-employees
Some jurisdictions require notification of hidden CCTV cameras.
Some jurisdictions prohibit CCTV cameras in areas with a 
reasonable expectation of privacy. 
Some jurisdictions allow CCTV cameras in areas with a 
reasonable expectation of privacy, provided there is a notice 
disclosing the presence of the CCTV camera. 
 
Audio monitoring 
CCTV cameras are available with microphones to capture 
audio information. Some jurisdictions and areas restrict 
using audio in video surveillance. For example, some 
jurisdictions require the consent of both parties to an audio 
recording. Please review the relevant laws before using 
audio monitoring.
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